REPORT ON 2020 BUDGET DIALOGUE AND STAKEHOLDERS’
ENGAGEMENT HELD ON 3R° SEPTEMBER, 2019 AT THE STATE
CULTURE CENTRE, DAMATURU

Introduction

The Budget is the second most important document after the
constitution of a given society, thus in an effort to enriched this noble
document, all stakeholders must work together with clear
understanding and commitment. Indeed, community and citizens’
participation in the budget process is one of the paradigm shift and
best practices all over the world, as the people are involved right from
the beginning of the process. This practice ensures equal
representation, reduces wastage and guarantees better budget
implementation and monitoring.

In accordance with democratic setting and best practices, every
responsible citizen has the right to know how the communal wealth
is being expended to administer good governance for the
implementation of developmental policies and programmes.

Furthermore, as part of Yobe State reform to engage citizens in
governance, the Ministry of Budget and Economic Planning has been
producing an abridged version of the budget booklet into citizen’s
guide. The citizens’ guide provide details of the state budget in a non-
technical manner. It explains what the State budget is, how it is
prepared, how government intends to mobilised funds and what the
funds will be spent on.

The 2020 Budget Dialogue and Stakeholders Engagement

The dialogue look Place on the 3™ of September 2019 at the Yobe
State  Cultural Centre Damaturu. In attendance were
Development/Humanitarian actors, Directors Planning Research and
Statistics from MDAs, Civil Society Organization (CSOs) community
Based Organization (CBOs) Traditional Rulers, local Government
Chairmen, Persons from the Academia and State House of Assembly
Members.

The event commenced with a presentation of key note address by
the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Budget and Economic
Planning, where he appealed to the participants to give meaningful
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and fruitful contribution that would form part of the 2020 budget. He
informed them that, Yobe is amongst the few State that prepares a
realistic budget, as such all their request for execution of project
could not be contained in the 2020 budget, some of the request may
have to be carried forward to 2021 budget. He equally mentioned that
the 2020 citizens’ guide would be produced in local languages of
Hausa, Kanuri and Fulfulde.

At this juncture, the Director budget explained at length, the budget
process such as what is budget, the budget circle, budget
preparation and Planning as well as budget approval/legislation.

Objectives of the citizens’ engagement.

i. Create platform to educate and enlighten the general
public on the process and procedures of budgeting.

ii. Give citizens the opportunity to participate in budget
preparation, governance and make input into the year
2020 budget.

iii. To ensure that when the 2020 budget is passed by the
House of Assembly and assented to by the Executive
Governor, it can be owned by the people of the State as
the peoples’ budget.

Highlights of some of the citizens’ need for inclusion into the

2020 Budget

After having a firsthand information about the budget preparation

process and implementation, the participants made the following

request:-

i. Construction of earth dam at Damagum for irrigation
activities;

ii. Construction of Tikau — Jajere road;

iii. Construction and equipment of FM Radio at each of the 3
Senatorial zone;

iv. Rehabilitation of BEST centers at Nguru and Potiskum to
boost creation of self-employment by the youth;

v. Request by a resident of Abbari ward (Abba lbrahim
estate extension) for the provision of electricity to the
ward;

vi. Rehabilitation of blind workshop Damaturu and Potiskum.
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Closing Remarks

The Director Planning, Ministry of Budget and Economic Planning
while delivery his closing remarks thanked each and every one that
participated and contributed towards achieving the successful
conduct of the 2020 citizens’ engagement.

He advise all Directors Planning Research and Statistics to take note
of the needs forwarded by the citizens with a view to including them
in their 2020 propose budget estimate, where the cost of a project
could not be accommodated in the 2020 budget it could be spread
over a period of three years 2020-2022 as Yobe state is using a multi-
year budget process.
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